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PM2-1 The U.S. Congress decided to convey the power of eminent domain 

to private companies that receive a Certificate from the FERC when 
it passed section 7(h) of the NGA in 1947.  The Commission would 
make its finding of public interest in its decision-document Project 
Order. 
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PM2-2 Impacts on rivers are addressed in section 4.4 of the EIS, fisheries 

in section 4.6.  See response to IND1-1. The Commission would 
make its finding of public interest in its decision-document Project 
Order. 
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PM2-3 See the response to IND1-1. 
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PM2-4 Comment noted.  See the cumulative effects analysis in section 

4.14. 
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PM2-5 Cumulative impacts are address in section 4.14 of the EIS. 
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PM2-6 See the response to IND1-2. 
PM2-7 There is no evidence that exporting LNG would induce additional 

domestic natural gas production.  Right now, with virtually no LNG 
exports from the United States, domestic natural gas production is 
increasing. 
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PM2-8 See the response to IND6-1. 
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PM2-9 Comment noted. 
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PM2-10 The accident in San Bruno, California was on a non-jurisdictional 

pipeline. 
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PM2-11 See the response to IND1-1. 
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PM2-12 Impacts on salmon are discussed in section 4.6 of the EIS. 
PM2-13 Comment noted. 
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PM2-14 Impacts on waterbodies are discussed in section 4.4, impacts on 

wildlife in section 4.6.  See response to IND6-1. 
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PM2-15 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM2-16 See the response to IND6-1. 
PM2-17 See the response to IND1-1. 
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PM2-18 See the response to IND1-2. 
PM2-19 See the response to IND1-1. 
PM2-20 See the response to IND1-4 and IND1-7. 
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PM2-21 See the response to IND1-7. 
PM2-22 See the response to IND1-4. 
PM2-23 Comment noted. 
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PM2-24 Our analysis of potential Project-related impacts on the Southwest 

Oregon Regional Airport in North Bend can be found in section 
4.10.1.4 of the DEIS.  In their December 17, 2009 Order Granting 
Authorizations under Section 3 of the Natural Gas Act and Issuing 
Certificates for the original Jordan Cove LNG import proposal in 
Docket No. CP07-444-000, the other four sitting Commissioners 
disagreed with and overruled Mr. Wellinghoff’s dissent.  In a letter 
to the Commission dated December 22, 2014, commenting on our 
November 2014 DEIS for this Project, the Southwest Oregon 
Regional Airport and Coos County Airport District stated that it 
“strongly concurs with (the) recommendation (in the DEIS for 
Jordan Cove to document consultations with the Federal Aviation 
Administration [FAA] and submit the results of studies before 
Project construction) and believes that the FAA process will assure 
that the Airport continues to operate safely and efficiently.”   
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PM2-25 It appears reasonable that if a 10-inch-diameter gas pipeline and 

associated right-of-way cross one’s property and it does not have a 
large effect on property values in the project area, neither would a 
larger pipe.   
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PM2-26 Eminent domain is covered by existing laws.  FERC has no 

authority to revise these laws. 
PM2-27 Comment noted.  The applicant has received the permits, which are 

being appealed. 
PM2-28 The statement is correct as written; it states "not used for crops 

other than hay."  Hay is a crop; the field is not used for any other 
crop. 
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PM2-29 The EIS is not a decision document. The FERC order will decide 

whether to accept some or all of these variances. 
PM2-30 Water for dust control, including for the Rogue River HDD 

crossing, is discussed in section 4.4.2.2.  See table 4.4.2.2-9 for the 
estimated water use associated with the Rogue River HDD 
crossing.  The detailed project maps in appendix C show the roads 
proposed for use.  The HDD Contingency Plan was attached as 
Appendix H to Resource Report 2 of Pacific Connector’s June 6, 
2013 application with the FERC.  The entire application is available 
in electronic format for public viewing via the internet on the FERC 
webpage (www.ferc.gov) through our eLibrary system. As stated 
in section 2.3.2.1, the right-of-way would be used as the primary 
transportation corridor.  The use of new and existing roads is also 
discussed in the section, and section 4.10 includes information on 
roads. 
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PM2-31 It is not clear what text or procedure the commenter is referring to. 
PM2-32 Much of this information will not be available until the project 

design phase, which would only happen if the project is approved 
by FERC and receives federal and state permits. 

PM2-33 If the HDD is not feasible, a direct pipe technique would be 
employed.  See pages 4-385 to -386.  HDD is discussed in the 
following subsection. 
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PM2-34 Comment noted.  FERC typically has a 45-day comment period.  

This DEIS had a 90-day comment period due to the proposed 
federal land management plan amendments.  The Project crossed 
southwestern Oregon; therefore, the meetings were held in 
southwestern Oregon. 
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PM2-35 See the response to IND1-1. 
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PM2-36 Comment noted. 

 W-1563 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 
 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM2 Continued, page 64 of 152 
 
PM2-37 This DEIS analyzes and discloses the environmental effects of the 

proposed pipeline and LNG terminal.  The scope of the Project does 
not include analyzing world-wide greenhouse gas emissions. The 
Oregon law (House Bill 3543) is discussed in section 4.12.1.4. 
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PM2-38 Comment noted.  An estimate of from emissions using imported 

U.S. LNG rather than coal in Asian power plants is included in 
section 4.12.1.4. 
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PM2-39 Comment noted. 
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PM2-40 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM2-41 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM2-42 Comment noted. 
PM2-43 See the response to IND1-3. 
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PM2-44 Comment noted. 
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PM2-45 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM2-46 Comment noted. 
PM2-47 Comment noted. 
PM2-48 Alternatives are considered in chapter 3.  The scope of the Project 

does not include analyzing the effects of people investing in 
renewable energy. 
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PM2-49 The purpose of this meeting is to provide the public a chance to 
comment on the proposal; it is not a question and answer session.  
Comments will be considered in determining what is needed to 
complete the FEIS. 
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PM2-50 The right-of-way may act as a barrier to some species with limited 

mobility.  See section 4.6.1.2.  As the vegetation is reestablished 
within the 30-foot area and trees regrow in the rest of the area 
disturbed by construction, the right-of-way would not be a barrier 
to the movement of most species. 

PM2-51 Criteria for aquatic invasive species are included; for example, 
water used for testing the pipe would be treated with chlorine. 
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PM2-52 Comment noted.  See section 4.6.2.3 for effects on streams. 
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PM2-53 As discussed in the Mine Hazards section (page 4-278 of section 

4.2 of the DEIS), the alignment is not located in areas of mining or 
mine tailings that might be disturbed by construction of the 
pipeline.  As discussed in section 4.4.4.2, construction activities 
along the revised pipeline route are not likely to encounter soils 
with elevated mercury concentrations.  If sediments containing 
high levels of mercury are encountered in the East Fork Cow Creek 
drainage during Project construction, Pacific Connector would 
implement the measures outlined in its Contaminated Substances 
Discovery Plan. 

PM2-54 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 
on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM2-55 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
PM2-56 See the response to IND1-4. 
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PM2-57 See the response to IND1-5. 
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PM2-58 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM2-59 Comment noted. 
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PM2-60 The assessment area for cumulative effects varies by resource, as 

explained in section 4.14.1.  The Cumulative Effects section 
discusses climate change in 4.14.3.12. 
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PM2-61 See the response to IND1-3 in relation to fracking.  The 

Commission considers financing in making its decision; see section 
1.3.  FERC considers each application individually; it does not 
decide applications on a nation-wide basis. 
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PM2-62 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM2-63 The EIS is complete and adequate to meet the requirements of 

NEPA outlined in the CEQ implementing regulations at 40 CFR 
1500-1508.    Also, see the response to IND1-1. 

PM2-64 See the response to IND6-1. 
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PM2-65 See section 4.4.2.2 for a discussion of effects on drinking water. 

The pipeline would cross under the Rogue River using an HDD so 
it would not affect water quality.  No additional comment meetings 
are planned for this Project. 

PM2-66 The comment meetings currently being held for the Project are 
taking verbal public input on the proposed BLM and Forest Service 
plan amendments.  The comment period for the DEIS is 90 days, 
rather than the typical 45 days, to give the public time to review the 
proposed amendments and provide written comments. 
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PM2-67 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015.  Consultations with Indian 
tribes are discussed in section 4.11 of the EIS. 

PM2-68 The comment meetings that were held for the Project took verbal 
public input on the proposed BLM and Forest Service plan 
amendments; no additional meetings are planned.  This was 
announced in the November 7, 2014 NOA for the DEIS. 
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PM2-69 The EIS discusses potential impacts from a future tsunami in 

section 4.2. 
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PM2-70 Section 4.9.2.3 says that Pacific Connector would need to negotiate 

a mutually agreed compensation amount with the landowner.  If the 
landowner and company cannot reach agreement, and eminent 
domain is used, compensation for the easement would be 
determined by a court.  The Coos Bay pipeline along the Coos 
Wagon Road was non-jurisdictional.  Safety for the Pacific 
Connector pipeline is addressed in section 4.13 of the EIS. 
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PM2-71 Environmental justice is addressed in section 4.9 of the EIS. 
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PM2-72 As stated in section 4.1 of the EIS and elsewhere, the BLM will 

consider amending its district plans before making a decision 
whether or not to grant a right-of-way for the pipeline. 
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PM2-73 The economic benefits of the Project are discussed in section 4.9 of 

the EIS.  The Commission would not make its decision about 
whether or not this Project has public benefits until after staff issues 
the FEIS, so it can consider the environmental impacts disclosed.    
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PM2-74 The Company would have to mitigate any adverse environmental 

impacts.  Section 4.13 of the EIS discusses pipeline safety 
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PM2-75 See the response to IND1-1.    The goal of the Project is to export 

LNG to overseas markets.  The additional of other domestic 
renewable energy resources, such as solar or wind power, would 
not help achieve that goal.   
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PM2-76 Section 4.2 of the EIS discusses the CSZ, and analyzes potential 

impacts from related geological hazards, include earthquakes and 
tsunamis. 
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PM2-77 See response to IND6-1.   LNG is not “highly explosive,” nor 
would impacts be similar to a nuclear bomb; read section 4.13 of 
the EIS.  Impacts for an earthquake are discussed in section 4.2. 
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PM2-78 The DOT regulations pipeline design.  Safety is addressed in 

section 4.13 of the EIS. 
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PM2-79 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM2-80 Geologic hazards, such as earthquakes, are addressed in section 4.2 

of the EIS.  The DOT regulations pipeline design, including the 
distance between MLVs. 
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PM2-81 Pipe thickness and other pipeline safety standards are discussed in 

section 4.13.9.1 of the DEIS.  These standards are set by the DOT, 
not by the FERC.  No decision about this Project has been made by 
the Commission at this time.   
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PM2-82 The economic benefits of the Project are described in section 4.9 of 

the EIS. 
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PM2-83 The U.S. Congress decided to convey the power of eminent domain 

to private companies that receive a Certificate from the FERC when 
it passed section 7(h) of the NGA in 1947.   The Commission would 
make its decision on public benefit in its Project Order. 
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PM2-84 See response to IND6-1.   
 

 W-1639 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 
 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 
 

PM2 Continued, page 140 of 152 
 
PM2-85 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM2-86 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM2-87 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015.  The states of Washington and 
California have not rejected this pipeline, because the pipeline was 
never proposed in those other states.  Also, only the FERC, and not 
any state, can authorize a jurisdictional interstate natural gas 
transmission pipeline.  Impacts on waterbodies are addressed in 
section 4.4 of the EIS.  See response to IND1-3. 
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PM2-88 See response to IND6-1.   
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PM2-89 Section 1.4.4 of the DEIS explains why we did not consider 

upstream and downstream impacts; they are out-of-scope for this 
Project. 
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PM3-1 Comment noted. 
  

 W-1679 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM3 Continued, page 28 of 187 
 
PM3-2 While there are no doubt a great number of possible options for 

connecting any two points, NEPA does not require every possible 
alternative be considered.   

PM3-3 Comment noted. 
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PM3-4 The Blue Ridge alternative was proposed by a group of landowners.  

Their concerns are discussed because they proposed the Blue Ridge 
Alternative. We do not agree that the DEIS does not comply with 
NEPA. 

PM3-5 Comment noted. 
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PM3-6 Comment noted. 
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PM3-7 See the response to IND1-3. 
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PM3-8 Comment noted. 
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PM3-9 Chapter 3 of the DEIS compares numerous alternatives, including 

No Action, considered to the proposed action. 
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PM3-10 Comment noted.  See the response to the previous comment. 
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PM3-11 Comment noted. The DEIS does not say that the Project is in the 

public interest. 
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PM3-12 Seismic effects are discussed in section 4.2.2.2 of the EIS.  As 

stated in that section, welded steel pipes have fared well in 
earthquakes in California.  The subsidence is not predicted to be an 
abrupt change and it is anticipated that the pipeline can span that 
movement over distance.   Also as stated in the FEIS, additional 
geotechnical studies would be undertaken prior to construction.  
See also response to IND1-4. 
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PM3-13 Effects on aquatic resources from pipeline construction are 

addressed in section 4.6.2.3.  The channel has been dredged for 
decades. The effects from dredging for this project are addressed in 
section 4.4.2.1. 
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PM3-14 Comment noted. 
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PM3-15 Effects on landowners affected by the proposed route, as well as on 

the communities near the route, are discussed in section 4.9. 
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PM3-16 The Coos County Weather Service provides the following 

description:  "the coastal zone is characterized by wet winters, 
relatively dry summers, and mild temperatures throughout the 
year."  Coos Bay has some summer fog but is well north of the fog 
belt, which extends from extreme southwest Oregon through 
Monterey County in central. CA. 

PM3-17 Comment noted.  See the estimates for pollution levels in section 
4.12. 

  

 W-1700 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM3 Continued, page 49 of 187 
 
PM3-18 As stated in section 4.13, pollution levels would be well below state 

and national air quality standards (page 4-885). 
  

 W-1701 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM3 Continued, page 50 of 187 
 
PM3-19 See the response to IND1-4 and IND51-5.  Also see the analysis in 

section 4.2.1.3 of the EIS. 
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PM3-20 Section 1.3 discusses applicant's purpose and need for the project.  

Section 1.4 discusses the purpose and scope of the EIS for each of 
the cooperating agencies and for FERC.  The Commission will 
determine the need for the project, not the EIS.   

PM3-21 Alternatives are discussed in chapter 3.  It is not correct that FERC 
found there were no reasonable alternatives to the Project.  The 
DEIS states in section 3.2.2.4 that the proposed Oregon LNG 
Project may be considered a viable alternative to this Project.  This 
project is being analyzed in a separate EIS. 

PM3-22 The affected environment is discussed in each section of chapter 4 
for the resource discussed in that section.  While there is no separate 
heading titled Affected Environment, much of the more than 1,000 
pages in chapter 4 are devoted to describing the affected 
environment. 
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PM3-23 Comment noted.  See the above response concerning alternatives. 
PM3-24 The current DEIS is in compliance with the applicable laws, 

including NEPA. 
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PM3-25 The comment is not correct.  See section 4.9 for a lengthy 

discussion of these issues. 
  

 W-1708 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM3 Continued, page 57 of 187 
 
PM3-26 The text discusses a study conducted near a peak shaving plant in 

Newport and Portland and identifies the two cities.  It also 
discussed a study of 262 facilities, including 11 LNG facilities, and 
states that these were “across the country.” The study is cited and 
can be found in the reference section (appendix U) if a reader 
wishes to see details of the study.   
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PM3-27 There is no grounds or precedent set to assess homes within 100, 

200, 300, or 500 feet.  The commenter provides no reasoning for 
these distances. 

PM3-28 Comment noted.  Additional information on effects on wells and 
drinking water sources is in the FEIS. 

PM3-29 The DEIS lists 12 waterbodies crossed for the Proposed Route and 
9 for the Modified Blue Ridge Alternative.  These numbers are 
based on hydrography data (see table 3.4.2.2-1). As noted in the 
footnote of that table, field surveys identified 41 perennial streams 
and 24 intermittent streams along the Proposed Route.  Field 
surveys have not been completed for Blue Ridge route but they 
would most likely identify many additional small streams.  Because 
there are no surveys on the Blue Ridge Route, desktop surveys are 
used for comparison and the survey information was provided for 
context. 
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PM3-30 The FERC makes no determination as to whether the project is in 

the public interest.  This will be determined by the Commission. 
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PM3-31 A 2012 study by the Energy Information Administration (EIA) of 

the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) stated: “…U.S. natural gas 
prices are projected to rise over the long run, even before 
considering the possibility of additional exports.”  Another 2012 
study by NERA Economic Consultants for DOE found that the 
nation is “…projected to gain net economic benefits from allowing 
LNG exports.” 
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PM3-32 See the responses to IND1-1 and IND1-3. 
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PM3-33 FERC does not regulate either fracking or greenhouse gases. 
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PM3-34 Comment noted. 
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PM3-35 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
PM3-36 This is a draft EIS, not a final.  Additional information will be 

added in the FEIS.  Other requirements are likely to be included in 
the FERC order, if the project is approved by the Commission. 
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PM3-37 We have sent a data request to the applicant regarding this issue.  

Their response to this request will be incorporated into the FEIS. 
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PM3-38 Resource Report 2 filed with FERC on February 6, 2013 and 

available on eLibrary, describes the water quality and dredge 
material studies in the bay.  The appendices to this report present 
the sampling details and results. 
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PM3-39 The risk of a terrorist attack is low but possible; however, your 

concern would apply equally to thousands of other facilities across 
the county.   
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PM3-40 Comment noted. 
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PM3-41 Comment noted. 
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PM3-42 Comment noted. See the requirement for the applicant to ODOT 

and the counties crossed and revise their transportation plan 
accordingly. 
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PM3-43 The effects that the influx of workers would have on local 

infrastructure during construction are discussed in section 4.9. 
Impacts to traffic are discussed in section 4.10.1.2.  Noise from the 
project is discussed in section 4.12.2.4. 

PM3-44 The FEIS has been updated with the most recent information filed 
by Jordan Cove regarding transportation impacts and the use of 
offsite parking lots. 
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PM3-45 As noted in the DEIS, LNG facilities generally survived the 

Tohoku earthquake well although only a few were subjected to 
significant tsunami waves.  However, there was one LNG facility 
that was badly damaged by 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami, 
the Minato Gas Plant in Sendai.  According to a statement by an 
official at the Sendai city's gas bureau, the LNG tanks were not 
damaged, but compressors, meters and other electric control 
systems went down after the quake, making it difficult to restart the 
facility within a month.  There was not a safety hazard at the plant, 
just an operation problem.  We have included damage information 
regarding Minato Gas Plant in the FEIS.  Jordan Cove is required 
to design and construct its facilities to satisfy stringent design 
standards and codes that provide design requirements for 
geological conditions, including earthquakes and tsunamis.  Also, 
the facility equipment would be either be protected or located well 
above the tsunami design inundation levels. 
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PM3-46 Liquidfraction is discussed in section 4.2.1.3.  As stated in that 

section, the facility would be designed to take geologic conditions 
into account. Jordan Cove would take adequate mitigation 
measures regarding potential liquefaction of the site soils to insure 
the foundations remain well founded during the maximum design 
earthquake. A recommendation is included in the FEIS to ensure 
these measures would be included in the final design.  Regarding 
earthquakes causing the facilities to sink:  We disagree. While up 
to a maximum of 3 inches of settlement may occur during the 
maximum design earthquake, it would remain well within tolerable 
levels of the LNG tank design. 

PM3-47 Jordan Cove proposes to protect the LNG tanks with seismic 
isolators designed to accommodate the duration of Cascadia 
Subduction Zone earthquake with no damage.    At the dock, the 
maximum predicted tsunami inundation level is in the range of + 
30 feet.  The base of the LNG berm is at + 35 feet. The predicted 
maximum tsunami inundation level is not sufficiently high to cause 
an LNG carrier to impact the tsunami berm.  The location where a 
predicted tsunami would originate is offshore and 25 minutes is the 
estimated time for the wave to reach the LNG facility site.  The 
LNG load arms would have emergency disconnects and tugs would 
be onsite to position the LNG carrier.  It is not intended to move 
the LNG carrier to the center of the Coos Bay channel. Instead an 
LNG carrier would remain in the slip but positioned just away from 
the dock and 25 minutes is sufficient time to accomplish this 
response.  In addition, the Emergency Planning and Response 
Team for Jordan Cove, which comprises numerous agencies, 
including the Coast Guard, ODE, Oregon Fire Marshall, Oregon 
Marine Board, police and sheriff departments, fire departments, 
and Jordan Cove experts, has reviewed and approved the LNG 
vessel procedures for dealing with a potential tsunami. 
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PM3-48 This is not a violation of the law.  It is standard practice for FERC 

projects to require specific information prior to permitting 
construction of a project.  If the information is not sufficient to meet 
FERC requirements, the project would not be built. 
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PM3-49 The DEIS addresses impacts the Pacific Connector pipeline may 

have on local fire departments in section 4.9.2.6.  That section 
indicated that Pacific Connector has produced an Emergency 
Response Plan, a Fire Prevention and Suppression Plan, and a 
Safety and Security Plan.  In addition, DOT safety regulations 
require the pipeline company to coordinate with local responders.  
Pacific Connector would provide appropriate training to local 
emergency service providers before putting the pipeline into 
service.  Safety measures that would minimize risks of fires in 
forested lands are discussed in section 4.13.9.1 of the DEIS.  Off-
highway vehicle (OHV) controls are discussed in section 4.8.1.2 of 
the DEIS.  Furthermore, FERC is not proposing this Project, the 
applicants are; FERC is a federal regulator of the Project and the 
lead NEPA agency. 
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PM3-50 The channel in Coos Bay has been dredged for many years.  

Information on dredging and disposal of dredged material is 
presented in section 2.1.1.12.  As noted in section 2.1.1.2, the Port 
has already obtained an easement for the channel for maintenance 
and operation. 

PM3-51 The channel in Coos Bay has been dredged for many years.  
Information on dredging and disposal of dredged material is 
presented in section 2.1.1.12.  As noted in section 2.1.1.2, the Port 
has already obtained an easement for the channel for maintenance 
and operation. 

PM3-52 While there are no headings that say Affected Environment, the 
affected environment, e.g., the current condition of the areas and 
resources affected, is discussed at considerable length for each 
resource section in chapter 4.  For example, see the discussion on 
upland vegetation conditions on pages 4-28 to 4-48. 
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PM3-53 See previous responses regarding the values related to the number 

of waterbodies crossed by the Blue Ridge Alternative compared to 
the proposed route.  Selection or rejection of an alternative route 
over the proposed route is based on weighing multiple factors and 
resource effects, and issues such as compliance with federal 
regulations (e.g., compliance with the Endangered Species Act, by 
minimizing impacts to spotted owls and murrelet) can sometimes 
outweigh numerous other resources that do not have associated 
regulations or restrictions.  The FEIS contains a new Appendix 
(i.e., Appendix X), that contains additional details regarding the 
comparison of the proposed route to the Blue Ridge alternative. 
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PM3-54 2013 is the most recent data available.   
PM3-55 The applicant can make minor route adjustments to the routes to 

avoid impacts.  Development and analysis of the Blue Ridge 
Alternative in the EIS does not restrict the applicant from making 
minor adjustments to the proposed route, or from the cooperating 
agencies from requirement adjustments. 
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PM3-56 The group of landowners are identified in the DEIS because they 

are the group that submitted the alternative.  It is standard practice 
to state who originated an alternative.  See the text describing the 
route alternatives in chapter 3.   
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PM3-57 As stated in section 4.4.2.2 on page 4-376 of the DEIS, there are 

points of diversion for surface water use within 150 feet of the 
construction work area for various uses including domestic uses.  
Pacific Connector would consult with the landowner if the point of 
diversion could not be avoided and identify an alternate location 
for the diversion prior to construction.  Should it be determined that 
there has been an impact on the water supply, Pacific Connector 
would work with the landowner to ensure a temporary supply of 
water, and if determined necessary, Pacific Connector would 
replace the affected water supply with a permanent water supply.  
Mitigation measures would be specific to each property, and would 
be determined during landowner negotiations.  Points of diversion 
(both public and private) beyond 150 feet of the construction work 
areas are not expected to be affected by the pipeline. 
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PM3-58 Comment noted.  See section 4.9.2.3 for a discussion on the 

application of eminent domain. 
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PM3-59 Comment noted. 
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PM3-60 Comment noted. 
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PM3-61 It is the Department of Energy, not the FERC, that regulates the 

U.S. Energy policy.  See response to IND1-3. 
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PM3-62 Scoping comments were reviewed and addressed, but not 

necessarily in the way the comment wanted.  For example, scoping 
comments requested that the EIS consider the impacts from 
fracking. We addressed this by explaining the fracking is outside 
the scope of this analysis and explaining why this is so. 
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PM3-63 Comment noted. 
PM3-64 The EIS evaluates the environmental effects of the Project, not the 

need.  The Commission will consider the need in its decision. 
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PM3-65 The impacts on air quality were evaluated quantitatively and 

conservatively, and GHG emissions were also quantified, in section 
4.12.  Health and safety concerns were addressed in section 4.13. 
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PM3-66 Pile driving will all occur on land and not in the water, reducing 

noise effects to fish to unsubstantial levels. See section 4.6.2.2 for 
discussion of noise effects from project construction. 
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PM3-67 The risk of an explosion is addressed in detail in section 4.13.  See 

section 4.13.2 for a discussion of LNG accidents.  Note that there 
have been very few LNG-related injuries in the U.S. Section 
4.13.6.3 discusses the hazard zones for LNG tankers using the 
waterway and the terminal. The only area of land that would be 
overlapped by Zone 1 in the LNG vessel’s transit to the proposed 
terminal would be a small portion of the western side of Empire 
and a small portion of the eastern side of the uninhabited North 
Spit.  During transit, Zone 2 would overlap portions of the 
neighborhoods of Charleston, Barview, and Empire to the east and 
most of the North Spit to the west.  Near the proposed terminal, 
Zone 2 would overlap the Roseburg Forest Products site and a 
portion of the Southwest Oregon Regional Airport’s main runway.  
During transit, Zone 3 would overlap portions of the cities of Coos 
Bay and North Bend. 
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PM3-68 The Final EIS will contain an index. 
PM3-69 The EIS analyzes very complex issues.  These include the LNG 

terminal, the 232-mile pipeline, 400 waterbody crossings, and 
federal land management plan amendments that would be required 
if the Project is approved.  These complex issues cannot be 
adequately analyzed in 300 pages, as has been recognized by the 
courts for many years. 
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PM3-70 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
PM3-71 The EIS is not a decision document.  The Commission would issue 

its Order after we have produced an FEIS. 
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PM3-72 This appears to concern complying with local ordinances, not 

issues FERC regulates. 
PM3-73 This appears to concern complying with local ordinances, not 

issues FERC regulates. 
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PM3-74 The Commission would make its finding of public benefit in its 

decision-document Project Order.  The EIS is not a decision 
document.  The Commission would issue its Order after we have 
produced an FEIS. 

PM3-75 The DEIS discusses earthquake and Tsunami hazards, as well as 
liquefaction and subsidence issues, in section 4.2. 

PM3-76 The U.S. Congress decided to convey the power of eminent domain 
to private companies that receive a Certificate from the FERC when 
it passed section 7(h) of the NGA in 1947.  The Commission would 
make its decision on public benefit in its Project Order.  The 
Commission would issue its Order after we have produced an FEIS. 

PM3-77 The impacts on air quality were evaluated quantitatively and 
conservatively, and GHG emissions were also quantified, in section 
4.12. 
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PM3-78 Section 3.1 assesses the "No Action" alternative (i.e., not approving 

the project). 
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PM3-79 Impacts to air quality are addressed in section 4.12 of the EIS.  The 

FERC has no authority over the local governments or their 
decisions.  The Department of Energy (not the FERC) has 
jurisdiction regarding the decision whether or not to export natural 
gas.  It is outside the jurisdiction and scope of this EIS to make 
determinations regarding approval of gas exportation. 

PM3-80 Comment noted. 
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PM3-81 Comment noted. 
PM3-82 See section 4.4.13.6 for a discussion of hazards associated with 

transporting LNG. As the incident history detailed in the section 
shows, LNG tanker incidents are uncommon and those that have 
occurred have not resulted in harm to the public. (See section 
4.13.6.1). 
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PM3-83 We are not aware of any decision by the Coast Guard not to follow 

established safety standards, nor does the transcript of the meeting 
indicate that the Captain stated "they will not be following the water 
suitability assessment requirements" as the comment states. 

PM3-84 FERC provided this map in the 2009 FEIS, incorporated by 
reference into this EIS (see section 1.1.1 of the DEIS).  The map 
was included as Figure 4.7-1 of the 2009 FEIS.  More to the point, 
please review the accident history detailed in section 4.13.9.2 of the 
DEIS. 

PM3-85 The Coast Guard regulates waterway safety, not FERC.  It will 
make the determination on how and when the waterway may be 
used by LNG tankers.  See section 4.2 of the DEIS for a discussion 
of earthquake and tsunami hazards. 
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PM3-86 We do not agree that the facility would place pilots at extreme risk. 

The FAA is responsible for airport safety.  Their approval would 
be required, as disclosed in sections 4.10 and 4.13.   See section 
4.10.1.4 of the DEIS, including the recommendation in that 
subsection. 
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PM3-87 Section 4.2 of the DEIS discusses the risks of an earthquake and 

Tsunamis.  The analysis includes the 2014 DOGAMI report.    
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PM3-88 We disagree.  Section 4.14 of the DEIS was prepared in compliance 

with the requirements of NEPA. 
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PM3-89 To avoid pressure on the local housing market during peak 

construction periods, Jordan Cove is proposing to construct the 
North Point Workforce Housing Complex (NPWHC). Workers 
will be offered free lodging as a benefit of employment. The 
NPWHC and other housing issues are assessed in section 4.9 of the 
FEIS. 

PM3-90 Additional information has been added to the FEIS, see section 
4.9.1.2. 

PM3-91 The effect on local RV parks is discussed in section 4.9.1.2. 
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PM3-92 Comment noted. 
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PM3-93 Your preference for the blue ridge route as you believe it to be the 

less environmental impact route is noted. Responses were 
developed for all substantive comments submitted. 

PM3-94 The typo will be corrected. 
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PM3-95 Comment noted. 
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PM3-96 All comments submitted within the public comment period for the 

DEIS will be published within the FEIS. 
PM3-97 Table 3.4.2.2-1 lists the number of residents within 50 feet of the 

blue ridge alternative and the comparable portion of the proposed 
route.  The health and safety of the public is addressed in section 
4.13 of the EIS. 

PM3-98 Table N-3 in appendix N identifies all waterbody crossings. 
PM3-99 See the recommendation on consulting with ODOT and counties in 

section 4.10.2.3 of the DEIS. 
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PM3-100 Soil liquefaction is addresses in section 4.2.2.2 of the DEIS, see the 

subheading Liquefaction Potential. 
PM3-101 Safety risks are addressed in the DEIS, see section 4.13. Health 

risks associated with air quality are discussed in section 4.12. 
PM3-102 Impacts to landowners, including potential effects on property 

values, functions, and the use of eminent domain, are discussed in 
section 4.9. 

  

Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

W
-1789 

 
 

PM3 Continued, page 137 of 187 
 
  

Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

W
-1790 

 
 

PM3 Continued, page 138 of 187 
 
PM3-103 The DEIS fully complies with NEPA. 
PM3-104 See the response to the examples. 
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PM3-105 We are not aware of studies that show that infants and children are 

either more or less at risk from LNG facilities. One possible 
exception is in relation to air quality. Some studies have suggested 
that children may be more susceptible to air pollution-related health 
risks. However, as disclosed in section 4.13, the project would be 
required to comply with all state and federal air quality standards. 

PM3-106 Section 4.12 discusses noise effects and emissions of greenhouse 
gases by the LNG vessels.  Sections 4.4 and 4.6 discuss effects of 
ballast water disposal from the LNG vessels.  Section 4.13 
discusses safety concerns of the LNG vessels. 

PM3-107 Section 4.9 evaluates potential impacts to property values from the 
LNG terminal and pipeline.  Studies cited include analysis of 
facilities located in Portland and Newport, Oregon (LNG storage), 
and Medford, Oregon (pipelines), as well as other applicable cases 
from around the United States. There are no examples from the 
area; therefore, the analysis cited similar examples from other 
areas. 
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PM3-108 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM3-109 Comment noted. 
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PM3-110 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 

on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM3-111 A search of records of contaminants in the bay did not report 

contamination in this area.  The applicant has conducted sampling 
of sediments in Kentuck Slough and values are below screening 
levels of concern (see Sediment Characterization Report Wetland 
Mitigation site Coos Bay Oregon by GRI Feb. 8, 2011, in 
attachment R53 of the Appendix Q of the DEQ responses). 
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PM3-112 Section 4.4.2 addresses water quality effects in Coos Bay.  Sections 

4.3 and 4.13 discuss contamination issues in relation to the terminal 
site. 
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PM3-113 Comment noted. 
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PM3-114 Your preference for the blue ridge route as you believe it to be the 

less environmental impact route is noted. 
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PM3-115 The impacts on air quality were evaluated quantitatively and 

conservatively, and GHG emissions were also quantified, in section 
4.12. 
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PM3-116 The impacts on air quality were evaluated quantitatively and 

conservatively, and GHG emissions were also quantified, in section 
4.12. 

PM3-117 Section 4.4.2.1 discusses disposal of dredged material, and it has 
been characterized as clean enough for open water disposal as per 
COE requirements; therefore, any sediments that may be stirred up 
will not be toxic.  Page 4-384 of the DEIS identifies that BMPs will 
be used to minimize turbidity during dredging, and water quality 
monitoring will be employed to meet ODEQ water quality criterion 
during construction.  Multiple levels of BMPs will be used besides 
silt fences to control run off sediment (see ESCP), in order to 
minimize erosion regardless of quantity.  EIs will regulate 
construction and post-construction actions and procedures suitable 
for the conditions encountered to comply with state/federal 
permits.  With many procedures in place to control sediment runoff, 
the goal is to minimize effects so that they are minor or construction 
is halted until effects are reduced back to minor. 
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PM3-118 See section 4.4.13.6 for a discussion of hazards associated with 

transporting LNG. As the incident history detailed in the section 
shows, LNG tanker incidents are uncommon and those that have 
occurred have not resulted in harm to the public. (see section 
4.13.6.1). 

PM3-119 Comment noted. 
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PM3-120 These conclusions are not correct.  FERC is responsible for the safe 

operation of the LNG facilities. The Coast Guard is responsible for 
the safe use of the waterway. DOT is responsible for pipeline 
safety.  The applicant would be required to have insurance. 
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PM3-121 Comment noted. 
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PM3-122 Comment noted. 
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PM3-123 See response to IND53-7. 
PM3-124 The EIS discloses that this species is located along the portion of 

the Project adjacent to Coos Bay (as indicated in this comment).  
This comment does not provide any new information not already 
contained in the EIS. 
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PM3-125 The comment concerns DEQ oversite.  This is not a FERC issue. 
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PM3-126 Your preference for the blue ridge route as you believe it to be the 

less environmental impact route is noted. 
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PM3-127 The state is responsible for permitting the electrical plant.  In regard 

to the LNG facility, please see the analysis and the list of 
information requests in section 4.13. 

  

Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

W
-1820 

 
 

PM3 Continued, page 168 of 187 
 
PM3-128 The multi-user slip has been dropped from the proposed project.  

The Coast Guard has determined the full 800-foot slip would be 
needed for the safe use of the terminal by LNG tankers. 

PM3-129 Jordan Cove would obtain water from the Coos Bay North Bend 
Water Board.  The board has stated that they would be able to 
supply the amount needed.  See section 4.4.21.1.   
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PM3-130 FERC provided this map in the 2009 FEIS, incorporated by 

reference into this EIS (see section 1.1.1 of the DEIS).  Section 
4.13.2 of the DEIS includes extensive information on terminal 
safety and risks.  As stated in that section, with the exception of a 
1944 incident in Cleveland, the LNG industry in the US has been 
free of safety-related incidents adversely impacting the public or 
the environment. The most serious incident world-wide, an 
accident in Algeria in 2004 killed 27 workers and injured 56 
workers at the terminal, but no members of the public were injured.  
See section 4.4.13.6 for a discussion of hazards associated with 
transporting LNG. As the incident history detailed in the section 
shows, LNG tanker incidents are uncommon and those that have 
occurred have not resulted in harm to the public (see section 
4.13.6.1). 
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PM3-131 Comment noted. 
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PM3-132 The cooperating agencies have examined the Blue Ridge 

alternative based on public comments received.  The FEIS contains 
a new appendix that contains additional details regarding the 
comparison of the proposed route to the Blue Ridge alternative. 

PM3-133 The NMFS is not a cooperating agency on this project and they 
chose not to provide comments on the DEIS.  They will issue their 
biological opinion several months after the FEIS. 
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PM3-134 The EIS analyzes the proposed project in the application submitted 

to FERC.  It discusses other options for meeting the project's 
objectives in chapter 3.  In this case, we determined that the Oregon 
LNG Project may be an alternative to the Jordan Cove Project. We 
are considering that project is a separate EIS.  The Commissi0on 
may decide to approve one or both of these projects.  If both are 
approved, the market will decide which is built, or if neither is built. 
FERC does not pick winners and losers; it lets the market decide. 

PM3-135 The U.S. Congress decided to convey the power of eminent domain 
to private companies that receive a Certificate from the FERC when 
it passed section 7(h) of the NGA in 1947.  Safety of rural 
communities is addressed in section 4.13 of the DEIS. 
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PM3-136 Pipe thickness and other pipeline safety standards are discussed in 

section 4.13.9.1 of the DEIS.  These standards are set by the DOT, 
not by the FERC. 
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PM3-137 Impacts to water are addressed in section 4.4.  Impacts to climate 

are addressed in sections 4.12 and 4.14. 
PM3-138 Comment noted. 
PM3-139 Comment noted. 
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PM3-140 Impacts from the proposed project have been quantified in the EIS.  

Fracking is not addressed because it is one of several possible 
means of obtaining natural gas upstream of the pipeline, and is 
occurring whether this pipeline is built or not.  FERC does not 
regulate the exploration of natural gas, which fracking is a part of. 
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PM3-141 Comment noted. 
PM3-142 Massive infrastructure and building protection programs, other 

than for project facilities, are beyond the scope of this EIS, which 
is evaluating an LNG terminal and associated gas pipeline. 

PM3-143 Replacing Highway 42 is beyond the scope of this analysis.  FERC 
does not regulate highways. 

PM3-144 Comment noted. 
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PM3-145 Climate change was addressed in section 4.14.3.12 of the DEIS.  

Greenhouse gas emissions resulting from the Project were 
discussed in section 4.12.1.4 of the DEIS.  See response to IND1-
1. 
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PM4-1 Comment noted. 
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PM4-2 Comment noted. 
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PM4-3 Drilling for natural gas is not considered an effect of the proposed 

action.  The FERC does not regulate natural gas exploration, 
production, or gathering activities, as explained in section 1.4.4 of 
the DEIS.  See the response to IND1-2. 
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PM4-4 The DEIS documents the interactions between the consulted Indian 

tribes, Native American organizations, FERC, Jordan Cove, and 
Pacific Connector. Due to the sensitive nature of resources shared 
by the tribes, additional detail is not provided in the document. 
However, the nature of concerns that have been expressed are 
presented (see section 4.11.1.2, pages 4-853 through 4-860 of the 
DEIS). Further, the Project will not be allowed to begin 
construction until all agreements with consulted tribes are in place 
(see pages 8-59 through 8-60 and 4-873 of the DEIS). 

  

 W-1866 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 28 of 162 
 
  

 W-1867 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 29 of 162 
 
PM4-5 Current laws and regulations require priority information to be 

withheld from public release. 
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PM4-6 Climate change was addressed in section 4.14.3.12 of the DEIS.  

Greenhouse gas emissions resulting from the Project were 
discussed in section 4.12.1.4 of the DEIS.  See response to IND1-
1. 
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PM4-7 All LNG facilities in the area affected by the Tsunami survived 

with only minor damage. 
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PM4-8 See section 4.4.13.6 for a discussion of hazards associated with 

transporting LNG. As the incident history detailed in the section 
shows, LNG tanker incidents are uncommon and those that have 
occurred have not resulted in harm to the public (see section 
4.13.6.1). 
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PM4-9 FERC is analyzing the project in Jordan Cove's application.  The 

project seeks to convert natural gas to a liquid form and export it; 
the statement explains why we are not analyzing renewable energy 
resources. 
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PM4-10 Fracking, or hydraulic fracturing, is used during exploration and 

production of natural gas.  As stated in our response to IND1-2, the 
FERC does not regulate the exploration or production of natural 
gas.  In fact, fracking is not part of the Project; and therefore, the 
environmental impacts associated with that activity will not be 
analyzed in our environmental document.  See response to IND1-
3. 

PM4-11 As stated in section 4.4.2.2, water for hydrostatic testing would be 
obtained from commercial or municipal sources, private supply 
wells, or from surface water right owners (see table 4.4.2.2-10).  If 
water for hydrostatic testing would be acquired from surface water 
sources, Pacific Connector would obtain all necessary 
appropriations and withdrawal permits, including from the ODWR, 
prior to use.  As part of this process, ODWR would have the 
applications reviewed by ODEQ and ODFW to determine if there 
are concerns about the impact water withdrawals may have on 
water resources, (including concerns relating to the timing, 
seasonality, and method of withdrawal), as well as water quality 
and/or fish and wildlife species and the habitat, respectively.  
ODWR would provide public notice and opportunity to comment 
on the applications. 
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PM4-12 Climate change was addressed in section 4.14.3.12 of the DEIS.  

Greenhouse gas emissions resulting from the Project were 
discussed in section 4.12.1.4 of the DEIS.  See response to IND1-
1. 
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PM4-13 The cumulative effects of this project in conjunction with other 

past, present, and reasonably foreseeable projects are addressed in 
section 4.14 of the DEIS.  The Cumulative Effects section discusses 
climate change in section 4.14.3.12. 

PM4-14 The mitigation measures are based on experience in the region. 
Mitigation proposed by the Forest Service and the BLM has been 
used successfully for years.  FERC's Plan and Procedures were 
developed over many years of pipeline construction monitoring. 

PM4-15 Fracking and drilling for natural gas is not considered an effect of 
the proposed action.  The FERC does not regulate natural gas 
exploration, production, or gathering activities, as explained in 
section 1.4.4 of the DEIS.  See the response to IND1-2.  The 
process of liquefaction of natural gas at the export facility is 
addressed in the EIS. 
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PM4-16 See the response to IND1-7. 
PM4-17 The DOT, not FERC, regulates pipeline safety, they establish the 

standards associated with Classes 1 through 4.  The DEIS discloses 
the DOT requirements. Revising DOT standards is beyond the 
scope of this EIS. 
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PM4-18 The pipeline would be buried. We do not believe that a buried 

pipeline would contribute to fire risk or hamper efforts to control a 
wildfire.  Section 4.1.9.2 of the DEIS presents pipeline accident 
data. 
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PM4-19 The Commission would make its finding of public benefit in its 

decision-document Project Order.  The EIS is not a decision 
document.  The Commission would issue its Order after we have 
produced an FEIS. 
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PM4-20 Comment noted. 
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PM4-21 The impacts that the Project would have to resources and lands are 

disclosed in the EIS.  The EIS also contains a description of the 
required mitigation measures. 

PM4-22 The Commission would make its finding of public benefit in its 
decision-document Project Order.  The EIS is not a decision 
document.  The Commission would issue its Order after we have 
produced an FEIS. 
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PM4-23 The Commission would make its finding of public benefit in its 

decision-document Project Order.  The EIS is not a decision 
document.  The Commission would issue its Order after we have 
produced an FEIS. 
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PM4-24 Comment noted. 
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PM4-25 Comment noted. 
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PM4-26 Due to the complexity of the Project, details regarding every aspect 

of the Project as well as its impacts cannot be included in the 
Executive Summary.  The mitigation measures are meant to 
mitigate for adverse effects of the Project, and would not be 
considered as "beneficial effects" beyond the scope of offsetting 
adverse effects. 

PM4-27 The plans that contain these measures are discussed in the "Major 
Conclusions" portion of the Executive Summary.  Furthermore, 
these measures are also described throughout the EIS.  The 
measures that are required by the BLM and Forest Service (which 
include most of the measures listed in your comment) are also 
discussed in detail within appendix F. 
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PM4-28 The Commission would make its finding of public benefit in its 

decision-document Project Order.  The EIS is not a decision 
document.  The Commission would issue its Order after we have 
produced an FEIS. 

PM4-29 The FERC decided not to extend the 90-day period for comments 
on the DEIS past February 13, 2015. 
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PM4-30 FERC does not normally release this information. 
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PM4-31 The U.S. Congress decided to convey the power of eminent domain 

to private companies that receive a Certificate from the FERC when 
it passed section 7(h) of the NGA in 1947.  The Commission would 
make its decision on public benefit in its Project Order.  The 
Commission would issue its Order after we have produced an FEIS. 
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PM4-32 The DEIS does not state that there would be “no negative 

environmental impacts.”  Negative impacts were noted in 
respective sections. Mitigation includes avoidance, minimization, 
and, where these cannot occur, mitigation to supplement remaining 
impacts. 
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PM4-33 Comment noted. 
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PM4-34 Section 4.14.3.12 addresses the general importance of climate 

change.  As discussed in section 4.12.1.4, the overall impact on 
global GHG emissions is speculative. 

PM4-35 Federally listed species are managed by the FWS.  Surveys and 
avoidance, minimization and mitigation requirements will be 
identified in the BO prepared by the FWS following the release of 
the FEIS.  Marbled murrelets are discussed in section 4.7.1.2.    
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PM4-36 The demand for LNG and the supply of natural gas have fluctuated 

with economic cycles and technology in the past and will likely 
continue to do so. Conditions since the DEIS was published have 
not changed in the extent that an SDEIS is warranted. 
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PM4-37 Comment noted. 
PM4-38 Comment noted. 
  

 W-1928 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 90 of 162 
 
PM4-39 The EIS is not a decision document.  The Commission would issue 

its Order after we have produced an FEIS. 
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PM4-40 The U.S. Congress decided to convey the power of eminent domain 

to private companies that receive a Certificate from the FERC when 
it passed section 7(h) of the NGA in 1947.  The Commission would 
make its decision on public benefit in its Project Order.  The 
Commission would issue its Order after we have produced an FEIS. 

PM4-41 The South Dunes Power Plant would not liquefy any gas, and 
would not deliver any natural gas or LNG to Coos Bay. The 
purpose of the plant is to provide power to the Jordan Cove LNG 
facility.  The power plant would need to be permitted by the State, 
not FERC.  FERC has no authority over this facility. 

  

 W-1931 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 93 of 162 
 
  

 W-1932 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 94 of 162 
 
PM4-42 The DOT, not FERC, regulates pipeline safety, they establish the 

standards associated with Class 1 through 4.  The DEIS discloses 
the DOT requirements. 
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PM4-43 Comment noted. The reason FERC is considering the project is 

because it has received an application for the project.  Under U.S. 
law, it is FERC's responsibility to analyze the proposal in the 
application.   
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PM4-44 The U.S. Congress decided to convey the power of eminent domain 

to private companies that receive a Certificate from the FERC when 
it passed section 7(h) of the NGA in 1947.  The Commission would 
make its decision on public benefit in its Project Order.  The 
Commission would issue its Order after we have produced an FEIS. 
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PM4-45 Comment noted. 
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PM4-46 Renewable energy options are discussed in section 3.1.4 of the EIS.  

Because the Project’s purpose is to prepare natural gas for export 
to foreign and domestic markets, the development or use of 
renewable energy technology would not be a reasonable alternative 
to the proposed action. 
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PM4-47 The methods and assumptions have been reviewed by agencies and 

the public.  FERC has considered comments on these factors and 
responded to them in this appendix to the FEIS.  Changes have been 
made where appropriate. 
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PM4-48 See the response to CO10-3. 
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PM4-49 Climate change was addressed in section 4.14.3.12 of the DEIS.  

Greenhouse gas emissions resulting from the Project were 
discussed in section 4.12.1.4 of the DEIS.  See response to IND1-
1. 

PM4-50 Unless otherwise required by federal, state, or local regulations, no 
compensatory mitigation, beyond restoration of disturbed areas, is 
required for general impacts to forested habitats.  Exceptions to this 
(i.e., where impacts to forests would legally require mitigation) 
include, but are not limited to, areas where impacts to MAMU 
nesting habitats or LSRs would occur. 
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PM4-51 Comment noted. 
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PM4-52 Fracking, or hydraulic fracturing, is used during exploration and 

production of natural gas.  As stated in our response to IND1-2, the 
FERC does not regulate the exploration or production of natural 
gas.  In fact, fracking is not part of the Project; and therefore, the 
environmental impacts associated with that activity will not be 
analyzed in our environmental document.  See response to IND1-
3. 
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PM4-53 Climate change was addressed in section 4.14.3.12 of the DEIS.  

Greenhouse gas emissions resulting from the Project were 
discussed in section 4.12.1.4 of the DEIS.  See response to IND1-
1. 
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PM4-54 It has not.  The Project does not involve the use of diesel engines 

except as emergency engines (and temporary engines for 
construction), and the extent to which DPM health impacts can be 
quantified is highly speculative.  EPA's 2002 "Health Assessment 
Document for Diesel Engine Exhaust" (EPA/600/8-90/057F, May 
2002, pp. 8-15 and 8-16) stated that "The estimated possible risk 
ranges (10-5 to 10-3 as well as lower and zero risk) provide a 
perspective of the potential significance of the lung cancer hazard.  
The perspective should not be viewed as a definitive quantitative 
characterization of risk....Further research is needed to more 
accurately assess and characterize environmental cancer risks of 
[diesel exhaust]."   
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PM4-55 The DEIS discloses the likely Tsunami hazards, earthquake, 

liquefaction and subsidence issues in section 4.2 in considerable 
detail. 
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PM4-56 FERC responds to each application individually; it does not 

consider all possible projects in a programmatic assessment and 
pick a winner.  In this case, there are at least two projects in Oregon 
being considered in separate EISs.  The Commission may approve 
one or both of these.  There are others along the Pacific Coast that 
chapter 3 discusses also.  FERC lets the market decide which, if 
any, are built. 

PM4-57 This comment fails to point out any specific deficiencies.  The 
analysis was prepared in compliance with NEPA regulations and 
includes best available science.  The cumulative effects analysis is 
found in section 4.14.  Impacts to human health and safety are 
addressed in section 4.13.  Impacts to the “environment” are 
addressed in chapter 4. 

PM4-58 This comment fails to point out any specific deficiencies.  The 
analysis was prepared in compliance with NEPA regulations and 
includes best available science.  The Coast Guard is a cooperating 
agency for this NEPA analysis, and has been working closely with 
the FERC on the EIS analysis. 
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PM4-59 The effects of turbidity on Coos Bay are addressed in Sections 4.4, 

4.6, and 4.7 of the EIS. 
PM4-60 Part of the reason for preparing a draft is to identify missing or 

unclear information for consideration in the FEIS.  Also, some 
information cannot be obtained prior to the completion of the FEIS 
because the applicant does not have access to most private property, 
and cannot survey these areas.  Therefore, not all information on 
the pipeline route would be known until and unless eminent domain 
is granted. Similarly, the state permits may require changes; these 
cannot be identified until the full route is surveyed and the facilities 
are designed. 
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PM4-61 Comment noted. 
  

 W-1965 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 127 of 162 
 
  

 W-1966 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 128 of 162 
 
PM4-62 Mitigation will take many forms.  The applicant will be require to 

restore disturbed areas and protect the areas from erosion (as 
specified in this comment).  The applicant may also be required to 
pay into mitigation banks (e.g., as part of the compensatory wetland 
mitigation that may be required by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and the state agencies). 

PM4-63 As stated on page 4-355 of the DEIS and in the Groundwater 
Supply Monitoring and Mitigation Plan, pre-construction surveys 
would be conducted to confirm the presence and locations of all 
groundwater supplies for landowners within and adjacent to the 
proposed pipeline right-of-way.  Pacific Connector has stated that 
it would further verify exact locations of springs and seeps during 
easement negotiation with landowners.        
As discussed in section 4.4.2.1, in its Groundwater Supply 
Monitoring and Mitigation Plan, Pacific Connector states that 
should it be determined after construction that there has been an 
effect to groundwater supply (either yield or quality), Pacific 
Connector would provide a temporary supply of water, and if 
determined necessary, would replace the affected supply with a 
permanent water supply.  Mitigation measures would be 
coordinated with the individual landowner to meet the landowner’s 
specific needs. 
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PM4-64 The estimates of riparian clearing effects are addressed in section 

4.6.2.3.  The model of likely temperature changes indicates they 
would be slight.  The applicant has proposed additional riparian 
plantings to offset any potential temperature increases.  
Additionally, the applicant will obtain permits designating what 
would be allowed relative to temperature in streams. See responses 
SA1-86, -96, -101, -106, and -107. 
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PM4-65 All comments on the DEIS have been reviewed and considered.  

This appendix to the FEIS includes all public comments received 
or postmarked within the official comment period, as well as 
FERC’s responses. 

  

 W-1970 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 132 of 162 
 
  

 W-1971 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 133 of 162 
 
  

 W-1972 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 134 of 162 
 
PM4-66 All comments on the DEIS have been reviewed and considered.  

This appendix to the FEIS includes all public comments received 
or postmarked within the official comment period, as well as 
FERC’s responses. 

PM4-67 The EIS was prepared by the NEPA cooperating agencies (which 
include the FERC, BLM, Forest Service, Coast Guard, FWS, COE, 
EPA, as well as others) and their contractors. 
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PM4-68 The U.S. Congress decided to convey the power of eminent domain 

to private companies that receive a Certificate from the FERC when 
it passed section 7(h) of the NGA in 1947.  The Commission would 
make its decision on public benefit in its Project Order.  The 
Commission would issue its Order after we have produced an FEIS.  
Environmental Justice is addressed in section 4.9. 

  

 W-1979 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 141 of 162 
 
  

 W-1980 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 142 of 162 
 
  

 W-1981 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 143 of 162 
 
  

 W-1982 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 144 of 162 
 
  

 W-1983 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 145 of 162 
 
  

 W-1984 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 146 of 162 
 
  

 W-1985 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 147 of 162 
 
  

 W-1986 Appendix W – Comments on the Draft EIS and Responses 



Jordan Cove Energy and 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project Final EIS 

 
 

PM4 Continued, page 148 of 162 
 
PM4-69 Comment noted. 
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PM4-70 The introduction to section 4.14 explains how the analysis areas 

were identified. It appears the comment suggests that since the 
entire climate is connected, we need to consider cumulative effects 
of all projects that affect the world's climate. This is clearly beyond 
the scope of this analysis.  Even if we could estimate the carbon 
emitted where the gas is burned, subtract the carbon that we guess 
would not be emitted by burning other fuels, add the carbon 
released in transport then subtract the carbon emitted during mining 
and transport of other fuels, then estimate the carbon that would be 
emitted in building the trucks, mining equipment and ships, the 
trucks and trains that transported the materials to the factories 
assembly points and ports, these things would only be a small part 
of the story. There is also the carbon emitted by food production 
needed to feed the workers, fertilizer needed to produce the food, 
transportation emissions needed to produce the food and then 
transport it to market, and thousands of other variables.  If we did 
try to do this analysis, we doubt anyone would agree that it was 
done correctly or that we included all factors. 
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PM4-71 The EIS discussion includes both the GHG emissions and the 

relevant context.  Section 4.12.1.4 has been updated to more clearly 
state the point about how natural gas is a lower-carbon fuel than 
many other fuel sources currently in use. 
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